PLAGIARISM

plagiarism, n. Creative writing with creative authorship.
The most highly skilled plagiarists copy from for-
gotten, even ancient, sources, making it less likely that
the true author will be recognized. Experts in the
practice frequently rewrite, translate and/or para-
phrase the original, the better to disguise it as new
work. Successful plagiarists are by definition not
recognized as such, since they have been so proficient
in the practice they go undetected. The very finest
plagiarists are recognized as great writers, sadly never
gaining recognition for their greatness as plagiarists.
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